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ELED 470  

 

Monster Stories – Language Arts 

 

Name: Bryan Dickinson – Western Illinois University        

 

I. Date to be taught:October 12, 2012. 

 Length of lesson: 40 minutes 

 Grade level: Grade 4 

 Subject topic: Monster Stories – Language Arts 

     

II. Standards (from Common Core): 

  

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

  

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.3a Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator 

and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

 

III. Objectives: 

 

• Write a fictional story about our classroom monster. 

• Create a drawing of our classroom monster using all of descriptive body parts.  

 

  Academic Language: create, rough draft, author, illustrator.  

       

IV. Materials: 

 - Handouts with description on Monster Project body parts. 

 - Markers 

 - Crayons 

 - Colored Pencils 

 - Monster Story/Illustration Handouts 

 - Follow the Monsters by Sharon Lerner 

 - Little Monster at School by Mercer Mayer      

V. Instructional technology: 

 - SmartBoard 

 - ELMO 

- Projector 

  

VI.  Management techniques for student behaviors, attention-getting, classroom signals:I will use 

Give me five and One two Three, Eyes on Mr. D to gainstudents’ attention both before and during 

the lesson. I will inform the students that they may be eligible to receive a care card if I see them 

working quietly at their desks and respecting others around them. (Care Cards - little sheets of 

paper that student’s receive when they are seen being on task, being courteous, well behaved) 

Students will work individually on this assignment. I will pair a lower achieving student with 

average students to provide additional support. I will remove a paper clip from a student’s behavior 

card if they are misbehaving. I will also circulate the room to help students who have questions.  
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VII. Instructional Delivery 

 

 A.  Introduce the lesson: “Good morning class, today’s lesson will bring us one step closer to begin 

building our classroom monster!” “Today, you will take on the role of being both an author and 

illustrator.” “I am going to begin by sharing a couple of stories where a monster is the main 

character.”  

 

B.  Clarify the purpose and objectives of the lesson:“I want you to pay close attention to both the 

plot of the stories and the illustrations of the monsters.” “After I have finished reading these 

stories, you will be writing your own short story that includes our classroom monster as the main 

character.” “You will also include a section in your short story that mentions the body part that you 

have been assigned to create.” “You will then draw an illustration of our classroom monster using 

all of the descriptions provided from by other classrooms from around the world.” “Reading and 

writing stories will help you imagine what our final classroom monster will look like.” “Your 

illustration of your monster will act as a rough draft to help us imagine what our classroom 

monster might look like.” “Creating a rough draft is an important step to help build ideas for a final 

piece of work.” “In this case, our final piece of work will be our monster!” 

  

 C.  Provide Instruction 

  

 1.Instruction and modeling:“I have now shared some other monster stories with you.” “We have 

also shared some story ideas to help you get started with your short story.” “When writing your 

short story about our classroom monster, I want you to include the body part that you have been 

assigned to create.” Example using eyes in a short story: “When I took our classroom monster to 

the eye doctor, he had trouble trying on glasses because his eyes are set on top of one another 

instead of side-by-side like humans!“ “After you have finished writing your story, you can work on 

an illustration of our classroom monster using all of the descriptions sent in from around the 

world.” “After everyone has finished writing their short stories, you will get into small groups and 

share them with each other.” 

 

 2. Checking for understanding: “Okay class, give me a thumbs up or down if you understand the 

instructions for today’s lesson.” If some students have their thumbs down: “will the students with 

their thumbs down please turn to your neighbors and ask them if they could explain the directions 

again.”  

  

 3.Guided practice: “I am going to read two stories to you titled: Follow the Monsters and Little 

Monster at School.” “These stories should help inspire you as authors and illustrators to create your 

own unique monster story.” “After I have finished reading the books, we will brainstorm a list of 

ideas that you could use to focus your story on.” “My example of ideas included, “Where did our 

monster come from” and “My monster’s favorite hobbies.”  (# 5, #6 here) 

 

 4. Independent/student practice:“I have now read two stories that focus on monsters as main 

characters.” “It is now your mission as authors to create your own story about our classroom 

monster.” “Make sure that you include an area of your story that specifically discusses the body 

part of your monster that you plan to build.” “After you have finished your story, you may begin to 

create your illustration of what the monster might look like by using all of the descriptions.” “Make 

sure you add lots of color and details to your illustrations!” (# 5, #6 here) 
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5. Procedures you will use during the lesson to accommodate thespecific needs of the two atypical 

students and other students with similar needs:This is an individual assignment. I will be circulating 

the classroom to help students who have questions about their stories and illustrations. I will 

personally help the two students with IEP’s start their stories if they are struggling to begin. These 

students have lEPs for reading and math. They have both displayed their writing abilities during 

other lessons this semester and I have been very impressed. If these students are still struggling 

with the assignment after I have provided assistance, then I will allow them to work with a suitable 

partner. 

 

6.  Classroom management:I will use one, two, three, eyes on Mr. D and give me five to gain students 

attentions both before and during the lesson. I will also say and act out give-me-5 to gain the 

student’s attention when they get loud during group work. I will be moving around the room during 

the independent student practice to reduce behavior problems. I will remove a paper clip from a 

student’s behavior card if they are misbehaving. 

 

7.  Closure: “Why do we as learners benefit from taking on roles such as authors and illustrators?” 

“What is the purpose of a rough a draft?” “Would someone please share their monster story with 

the rest of the class?” “Would someone else like to share their illustration?” 

     

VIII.  Formative assessment: I will be assessing the students by collecting their monster stories and 

illustrations. I will use my formative checklist to make sure students have completed all of the 

requirements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


