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Monster Project Lesson Plan – www.smithclass.org/proj/Monsters 

 

Mapping Monster Makers 

Kim Stickelmaier – Western Illinois University 

 

I. Date to be taught, Length of lesson, Grade Level, Subject topic  

October 16, 2012, 30 minutes, 3rd grade, Geography 

II. Illinois Learning Standards  

STATE GOAL 17:  Understand world geography and the effects of geography on society, with 

an emphasis on the United States. 

A.  Locate, describe and explain places, regions and features on the Earth.  

17.A.1a   Identify physical characteristics of places, both local and global (e.g., locations, 

roads, regions, bodies of water).   

17.A.1b   Identify the characteristics and purposes of geographic representations including 

maps, globes, graphs, photographs, software, digital images and be able to locate specific 

places using each. 

 

III. Objectives and Academic Language (3-4 words)   

The students will be able to: 
Identify the continents Europe, Asia, and North America. 

Recognize that the United States and Canada are in North America. 

Distinguish between the countries of Asia from the country in Europe.  

Classify the states in the northeast, southeast, west, and midwest.  

Academic Language 
Continent 

Country 

Southeast, Northeast, west 

     

IV. Materials needed for the lesson      

Smartboard lesson 

Independent practice sheets 

V. Instructional technology used in the lesson 

Smartboard 

Monster Central   

 

VI.  Management techniques for student behaviors, attention-getting, classroom signals 

Give Me 5, Name Sticks 

 

VII. Instructional Delivery 

 A.  Introduce the lesson (activate prior knowledge)   

� Remember when we were learning about Christopher Columbus and I had you identify 

the continents on the Smartboard? 

� Well today we are going to be doing something similar with the Smartboard and maps, 

accept our main focus today is the Monster Project. 

 B.  Clarify the purpose and objectives of the lesson 

� Today we will identify the areas of the world that our fellow monster makers in the 

Project are from.    
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 C.  Provide Instruction (sequential, step-by-step procedures) 

1. Instruction and modeling (explain and demonstrate)  

� I will begin by pulling up Monster Central and showing the students the Monster 

Descriptions.  

� Do you notice that there are students all over the world that are participating in the 

Monster Project? 

� There are classrooms from 6 different countries of the world. 

� In addition, there are classrooms from 12 different states in our country. 

� Where are our pen pals from? 

2. Checking for Understanding 

� Why is it important to know where different countries are in the world? 

� Why should we recognize where different states are in our country?  

3. Guided practice  

5.1 6.1 6.2  

� Let’s begin today’s activity. Can I have everyone attention on the Smartboard? 

� We’ll start by identifying the 3 continents where our fellow monster makers are from. 

� You’ll see on the Smartboard, there is a black and white outline of the world. 

� There are also three continent shapes that are in different colors, blue, purple, and 

green. 

� Which color is North America? 

� Which one is Asia? 

� Which continent is in blue? 

� Great! Can I have a volunteer to come up to the Smartboard and drag the North 

America to the correct spot on the outline of the world? 

� These continents are kind of like puzzle pieces, which we will be placing on the map.  

� Can I have another volunteer to drag Europe to the map? Can another person show us 

where Asia goes? 

� Now that we have successfully identified the three continents, let’s talk about 

countries that our monster makers come from. 

� First, we’ll look at the countries in Europe and Asia. 

� Our pen pals are from Myanmar and they designed the Monster’s ipod. 

� Which continent do you think Myanmar is in? 

� Asia! That’s right. Myanmar is this country in orange. Can I have a volunteer to come 

up and drag Myanmar to the correct location in Asia? 

� There are three classrooms in the project from the country, England. 

� Where should England go in this map? In Europe or Asia? 

� Europe! Good. Let’s have (name of student) come up to the board to put England in 

the right spot in Europe.  

� Taiwan is another country with a classroom participating in the Monster Project. 

� Is Taiwan is Asia or Europe?  

� Yes, it’s in Asia! Where should it go on our map? Can (student’s name) pick someone 

to help us find where Taiwan belongs? 

� The last country that we need to put into our map is Russia. There are two classrooms 

from Russia in the project. They had the big responsibility of describing the body of 

our Monster. It may be pretty easy for us to see where Russia should go because it is 

huge! 
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� I’m sure someone who hasn’t come up to the Smartboard would like to drag Russia to 

the map. (Student who volunteered), can you tell us which continent Russia is in? 

� Let’s look at North America. 

� There are two countries that our fellow monster makers are from that belong in North 

America. 

� Our country, the United States, and the country directly above us. Which country is 

it? It starts with a “C.”  

� Canada! Yes. There are our Northern neighbors. There are a few classrooms from 

Canada who described the Monster’s cell phone, wristwatch, toe nails, and friendship 

ring.  

� Can I have one volunteer to put Canada and the United States on the map of North 

America? 

� Okay, the last activity we will do up here on the Smartboard will be to identify which 

states the American monster makers are from and where their states are on the map.  

� The first state we’ll look at is Illinois. There are thirteen classrooms from Illinois in 

the project! Where is Illinois in the United States? Can someone come up and drag 

Illinois to the right spot? 

� Now we’re going to talk about this state in green, Wisconsin. Which direction do you 

travel to get from Canton, IL to Wisconsin? North! Great. (Student’s name) can you 

drag Wisconsin to the map? 

� The state in bright pink is Missouri. Missouri touches our state. Can I have a 

volunteer to put Missouri on the map? 

� There are classrooms from five differentstates that are in the northeast part of the 

United States.  Which are is the northeast? Can (student’s name) show us the area on 

the map that is in the northeast part of the country? 

� The state in dark blue is New Jersey, the light blue state is Connecticut. The teal 

colored state is New Hampshire, the dark orange state is Massachusetts, and the red 

state is Maine.  

� Can I have 5 students come up to the Smartboard to put these 5 states back in the 

right place on the map in the northeast part of the United States? 

� There classrooms in three states that are in the southeast part of the country. Where is 

the southeast? Who can come up and show us the Southeastern part of the United 

States? 

� Louisiana is in blue, Florida is in aqua, and North Carolina is in maroon.  

� Can I have three students come up to put these states in the right place? 

� Now that we have put the state in the middle, north, south, and east on the map, let’s 

put the last state, California on the map in the west part of the country. 

� Which way is west? Point to the western part of the United States.  

� Can I have the last volunteer today come up to the Smartboard to put California in the 

west?  

Now it’s time to see what you remember. 

I’m passing out a worksheet that I would like you to work independently. 

4.  Independent/student practice  

5.2 
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� You will be given a blank map of the world. Your task is to color the three continents 

where our monster makers are from. Color North America green, Asia blue, and 

Europe red.  

 

� After you’re done coloring, you’ll be looking at a United States map. The names of 

the 12 states that are in the Monster Project are on the map.  

� Your task will be to indicate which states are touching Illinois and which states are 

from the northeast, southeast, and west parts of the United States. 

 

5.  Procedures you will use during the lesson to accommodate the specific needs of the 

two atypical students and other students with similar needs.   

These procedures should be inserted at the point they will be used in VII above. 

5.1 For the student with autism and the students with ADHD, I will make sure they have 

many opportunities to actively participate in this lesson by getting up and interacting with 

the Smartboard. 

5.2 For students who struggle reading, I will support them during independent practice by 

rereading the directions and questions on their sheet while they are working individually.    

 

6. Classroom management procedures that will be used to ensure that the lesson 

proceeds smoothly, efficiently and without confusion.  

6.1 Give Me 5 

I will try using this technique to get their attention. While the clap and repeat has been 

fairly affective, I want to switch my up my techniques to make sure the students will not 

become “deaf” to one that is used too frequently.  

6.2 Name sticks 

To make sure that I am calling on different students each time I ask for a volunteer to 

interact with the Smartboard, I will pull sticks from the cup (Mrs. Young wrote each 

students name on a stick). 

7.  Closure – show how your students will do an end-of-lesson review of the main ideas.    

� We did an excellent job of mapping our fellow monster makers! 

� What are a few things you learned? 

� Which are the three continents are home to the monster makers? 

� Which continent are our pen pals in Myanmar in? 

� Which country from the Monster Project is in Europe? 

� Which states, who have classrooms in the project, touch Illinois? 

 

VIII.  Formative assessment tool/checklist/rubric used to measure students’ achievement of 

the objective(s) of the lesson. Assessment should be attached (use a variety of 

assessments).  
 The independent practice sheets will be collected to measure the students’ achievement of the 

following objectives: 

� Identify the continents Europe, Asia, and North America. 

� Recognize that the United States and Canada are in North America. 

� Distinguish between the countries of Asia from the country in Europe.  

� Classify the states in the northeast, southeast, and west 

 


